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Fitzwilliam College Land Economy Essay Competition
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Fitzwilliam College is pleased to release the questions for the 2025 Land Economy
essay competition. Land Economy is an exciting and diverse undergraduate course at
the University of Cambridge. It encompasses a mix of topics relating to law,
economics, environment, business, and finance, and Fitzwilliam’s annual essay
competition encourages students in year 12 (or equivalent) to explore these themes.
Applicants should choose one of the following questions to answer for 2025:

(1) The environmentalist movement Extinction Rebellion UK have three main
demands: (a) Governments must “tell the truth and communicate the danger we are
in”. (b) “Every part of society must act to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to net zero
by 2025 and begin protecting and repairing nature immediately”. (c) “The government
must create and be led by a Citizen’s Assembly on Climate and Ecological Justice”.
Reflecting on how governments’ focus is often primarily on achieving economic
growth, do you believe that environmentalist civil society organisations such as
Extinction Rebellion can be effective at pushing governments to adopt environmental
policies aimed at addressing the climate and ecological crises?

(2) Some claim that working-from-home (WFM) has negative effects on the
economic productivity of firms, and that working remotely is particularly scarring
younger workers who would benefit from exposure to ‘tacit knowledge’ and ‘soft
skills” only learnable when working in person. Discuss.

(3) ‘The Right to Buy scheme must be scrapped to ease UK social housing crisis.’
Discuss.

Competition Rules

This essay competition is for students in their penultimate year of education - Year 12
(Eng + Wales), S5 (Scotland), Y13 (NI).

Applicants will be required to enter their details online using the form linked on the
essay competitions webpage, and to upload one PDF copy of their essay, formatted
using the template provided, electronically or post a hard copy of the formatted essay
to:
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by 6pm on Friday 28" of February 2025. If the PDF file is too large to submit to the
online form, please email your submission to essaycompetitions@fitz.cam.ac.uk.

Further submission information can be found on the essay competition website:
https://www.fitz.cam.ac.uk/event/fitzwilliam-college-competitions

Your submission must be entirely your own work. When submitting your essay, you
will need to provide contact information for one of your teachers and if necessary, we
may contact them to verify that your submission is entirely your own work. Students
are only permitted to enter one competition and may only submit one entry to their
chosen competition. There is a strict limit of five submissions per school for each essay
competition. If more than five students from the same school enter the same
competition, a teacher from that school will be contacted and asked to select the five
entries; failure to do so will result in all submissions from the school to that
competition being disqualified.

Essays should be between 2000 and 2500 words long and contain a list of
works consulted and cited at the end. This bibliography is excluded from the word
limit, but any footnotes are included. Please provide a word count at the end of the
essay. If you include any diagrams or tables in the essay, they each count as 100 words.
Guidance on referencing is available on the website. Applicants must ensure that
pages are numbered and that their full name is on each page.

Alongside your essay you must provide a completed research log. Your research log
will detail how you approached and thought about the question and will give the
markers an understanding of why you chose to answer the question in the way that
you did.

Your essay and research log should be submitted together using the template linked
on our website. Any submissions not using the template provided will not be
counted in the competition.

Prizes:

The prize fund (per competition) is £300 with a first prize of £200 and highly
commended applicants being awarded a £25 book voucher. A prizegiving ceremony
will be held in April 2025

For further information about the competition, please contact:
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essaycompetitions@fitz.cam.ac.uk.

For questions about the Land Economy course, please contact:
admissions@fitz.cam.ac.uk.
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